
INSTJTUTE BUILDINQ AND GR0UNDS.

The Blackstone School for Girls
A_. 1891, number of boardlng studcnts, 29; 1906, number of board-

ComnariSOn. Ing studonts, :ioa. ,1S9I, ofllcers and tcachera, 6; 1906, ofllccrs
vumpoiuuii. ^ii(J tdachQt^ B, -im. vu,ue of groundg, bulldlng nnd cqulp-

inerit, $20,009: IflOG," vttltio of grounds, bulldlng and equlpmcnt, $90,000. Thls com-

pnrlson would seem to Justlfy the rcmnrk uiadc by one of the leadlng Southern
cducators, that the growth or tlie Blackstone School liud- been one of the murvols
of tho cducatlnnal developnient of the South. He.askcd to know how.lt. happeneu.
that an Instltutlon founded byn few farmers nnd memhants. and located ln a

atnall country town or Southsldc Vlrglnla, had grflwn'coritln'ually. year aftet- year,
untll at the close of the twelfth year It liad a total cnrolment of :!86 puplla, whlch
is probably largcr than tlitit of any other prlvate school for girls In Vlrglnla. The
ana-wer to hla qucstion la found tn the AIM of the School, und tho'fldellty to thia
alm whlch hns markod the work and tho mnnngemont of tho aoliool ln evcry denart-
mont. It wlll douhtless bo of Interest to thoso who make a Btudy. of cducational
movoments, and also to thoso who Tiuvo .children of thelr own to cducate, to hcar
somothlng further concernlng .tho phenomennl work at Blackstone,' .
_,_ Flftecn yoars ago there were no schools ror girls ln Vlrglnla

Wnv 7 owned nnd controlled by tho Methodlst Churcli. Thero wero
' threo or four Institutions Ihnt were under the dlrcction of

members of .tho Alethodist Church, but they were all prlvate property,'an'd the'ownera.'
had absoluto control nnd flxed the charRCS,'-'tho currlculum, and cvcrythlng elae
as they thought best. Tlie ctist of attendance, as Indlcated ln "tho catiiloguea.
rangod from $220 to $2f>0. Prices of farm produets were at wcll-nlgh the lowcst ebb,
and our farmers found it dlntcuU to send thelr children to boardlng schools at
tho provalllng prlcea. A few ycars beforo tlie State had established tlie Female
Normal School at Farmvlllo, nnd had flxed" the chargo for board and tultlon, wlthotit
muslc, at $150 per sesslon. Thdrcsult was that many ;pnrcnt.s who.prefort'ed. to
send thelr children to u Chrlstlan Instltutlon nitlicr thnt) to a State school had
been forced by stress of clrcutrkstancos to send them to the Stato Instltutlon. Wlth-^
out any foollng of hostillty to the State school, but wltVi a consclontlous cdnvlcflon
tlmt the church sh'ould furnlsh opportunlUes for tho training of her own., children
at a moderatu edst, a number of Chrlstlan genllemen llvlng lrt'thd town of Black¬
stone and tho counties neurby applicd to the Legislature Cor a charter, took up a

subsorlptlon, and begnn tho erectlon of n bullding. Thoy mct wlth obstacles of
VTirJous klnds, and during: tho panlc of 1893 thero waa rniich doubt as to thelr.
abtllty to brlng tho undertaklng to a succcssful lssue. In June. .1891, they electcd
Rov. James Cunnon, Jr., Frtnclpnl of tho'Instltute.'and it was declded to flnlstr up
a portlon of the .bi.-itldlng at onco a"d open that portlon for .the receptlon of studenta
in Septembcr, 1891.

The Blackstone Platform.Three Planks.
Tho first published llteratu.ro set forth clearly tho alm of tho Instltutlon tn such

languagc that lf could not bo mistaken. lta alm wns declarod to be to give
TFTOROUOH INSTRUCTION UNDER POSITIVE CIXRISTIAN INFL-UENCE AT
TH.E'LOWEST POSSIBl.E COST. _

'¦.;'i
There aro threo planks ln thls platform, each ono of whlch Is essential to an

understanding or tho purposo of tho Blackstone School.
The llrst plank is THOROUGH INSTRUCTION. Jt abhora

Fif?t Plank sham and pretonse. It ls. not contcnt wlth the ldea thrit
rirol l lctnu. prench, Llteraturo, Muslc, and perhaps Palntlng and Elocu-
tlon, are suniclent for our girls. It demands that our glrlB shall be glven a sourid
OQursb of Instruetlon, as thoiough as that glven to our boys. Moreover. lt lnslsts
that our girls slmll bo trcalcd falrly. It does not call a. high school course a college
courso and glve an A. B, dogreo for work whlch Just falrly flta for cntrance to
Eonulnh "ollegowork. The Blackstone School la a TRAINING SCHOOL, AND NOT
A COLLEGE, nnd lt so states in clear, oxpllcit language, Its graduates are given
as thorough Inatruction as Is givon in any school of llke grcide ln thls country, and
whon they ilnlsh tho courso thoy aro not sont out lnto life wlth a fulso ldea of
thelr compamtlvo attnlnments. but they know that thero romalneth yet very much
land to bo possessed. Dlahonosly In trado is a grcat evil, but dhihonesty in educa¬
tion la far more hurtful, and our gtrhv have-suilered ror thls In tho pastfar moro

than our boys.

d,~, .. The Eccond plank ln the Blackstone platform Ls the central
Plank. plank."UNDER POSITIVE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES."

Hero, nguln, the NAEU has beon expressed ln clear. explictt
language. Tho underlylng princlplo of tho work of tho Instttuto ls that tho boi.y and
the Intelloct hnve no rcason for thelr belng oxcopt as Instrumonts of the sou'.: What
systom of edu'wition ls hold tu be fatnlly dofcetlvo whlch lays stress upon tho culture
of tho body nnd nilnd and glvcs no pluco to the culturo of tho sotll, It is not
enough to teach a child to think: to teach It to Uilnk RIGHT ls ab.-.oluttdy essential,
lf tho knowlodgo nnd the powor galned are to ba truly helpful to the glrl and to
thoso wlth whoiu she llvos. A dlsthictly Chrlstlan school ls thg pnly klnd whlch
glves to tho soul |ts proper placo. It la tho hlghost ambltlon of .tho Blackstone School
to so blnnd lho training of tho ho:trt nnd mind as.to dovelop a high type or cultl-
vated Chrlstlan chiyracter. "Thls work must be clono, not only by procopt und
example, but ua nonrly ns posslblo all the Influoncea surroundlng tho llfo must bo
posltivoly ChrlBtiaii. Tlie atmosphero of tho School ls froe from ennt nnd sunctl-
moiiious'ncsa, but Jesus Christ ls recognlssed ns l.ord and Mnster of the wholu llfo,
nnd a ftilluro ln loynlty to IIIm ls lielil to bo tho warst failuro In tho atudent llfo.

SCHOOL GROUP, 1905-'00.

-_. . , nt , Tho-thlrd plank in tho Blackstonc platform la a flnancial
Thlrd Plank. ; plank."AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE COST." Tho School

was estiLbllshod-to put souhd Christlan tralnlng wlthin reach.
of. girls ln moderate clrcumstuhces. The cost for board and tuitlon, without muslc,
won put at $150 per scssion when tho .School wns ostabll'died. twelvo years aeo.
Notwlthstanding the Krcat lncreaso ln tho cost of llvlnj?. the prlco stlll rcmalna at
?150 por sqxslon,. And thls prlce. has been malntulned, notwllhsitandlnK the fact that
tho prlce for board has -been Incrcascd In nearly every' school ln the Stato, and
not-wltlistariclln»t tho fact that the Institute can rievcr, ac--omihodatc .all the appll-
cants for admisslon. nlncly-clght nppllcants having bcicn rejected (ho last sesalon
for lack of room. Hnd-tho Board of Trustecs Incrensed the prlce 20 per cent. thcro
.would have been no dlfficulty ln filllng the rooms. But to hnve Incrc-iscd the prlce
would have defented the Breat pui-poso In tho establlshriicnt of thu School, It cannot
be too clearly empbaslzed-that the purpoae has never .been to make money. but to
PUT SOUND CHRI5TIAN TRAININO WITHIN THE; REACH OF GIRLS WHO
COULD NOT ATTENDA HIGHER PRICED SCHOOL. ,

,. ... The School has had ovor 1.200 dlffcrcnt young ladlra under
Self HelP . lt* care. Of thls number, over 250 have been tralncd and
t-i

r allowed to pay a part or all of,thelr expenscs by worklng
L,ncOUraged. after leavlng school. For the, past four years a syBtcm of

Solf-Hclp Scholarshlps has been udopted. by whlch aglrl can
pay one-half of her expenscs by Hglit work ln the School. Xlieso 2S0 girls aro scat-
tered all over tho Stato of VlrKlnla. and tho Institute -has no greatcr crown of
rejolclng than the.fnct that she opened the way to a broadcr, more helpful lifo to
these fflrls than thev could over-have known had there been no Blacfcutone Institute.

GRADUATING CLASS 1900.
_, Tho ovor-prcsent problcin has been tho quostlon of mcetlng
Xhe Present ddeciuatcly tho nceds of the instltutlon. Llke a grbwins chlld,
_. , the Institute 1ms callod for more room and more clothes, and
rroblem. although the pmporty valuo has lncreased frorn $20,000 ln 1S94

to 190,000 In 190il. the Institute 13 calllng now for {45,000 wlth
which to carry on Us work.wlth greatcr elllciency than evor before. Mr. Andrew
Carnegle, after careful inveatlgatlon, decided that the charactcr of the worlt of tho
Institute waa such aa to Justify hlm in orrerlng to k'vo $12,500 of the amount
requlred,) provlded the frlends of tho Instltutlon would give tlio other $32,500 ln
cash or .reallsmblo securltles. Thla movement ls bolng strongly prcssed by tho
I'rlnclpal, aud at thls wrltlng neiirly $17,500 has been pledjjod by frlends bf tho School,
leavlnK a bnlanco of $15,000 yet to be ralscd. As soon as this amount Is pledged
irround wlll bo brokon for tho ercctlon of a bulldlng contulntntr an Assembly Hall,
a Library liall, a Gymnaslum, and a number of Bedrooms, wlth whlch to accom- ,

modato more s:itlsfa,ctarlly tho students of tho Instiluto, A subscrlptlon card'
\ recently lssued Kives ln condonscd form an nnswer ?«

tho questlon:..Why should you help us7

Rr-ransp . *. Th0 Blackstone Instltuto Is not prl-"L u ' vato, but Ja church property.
2. It puts sound Christlan tralnlng wlthin reach ofglrla' ln rnodemto clrcumstances.
3. It haa already had 1,200 young ladies under Ita care',
4. 250 of thoso luivo been tralncd and nllowcd to paythelr oxpensos after leavlng school,

5. It glves SeJf-nelp Scholarshlps, by whlch a glrl can
pay ono-half of her exponsca by llght work In
tho School. '

6. It tralrw for sorvice. Tfastors, parents and nelgh-
bore teatlfy to tho moral and splrltual lnfluenco
of the glrla tralncd at the Instltuto.

7. Wo need your help.
Tho space llmlt provonta anythlng further in rflr

ference to thla flourlshlng and yery 8uoco?*-."ul Instltu¬
tlon, but from what has boen sald some ldea can bo
formed of tho prlnclplos underlylng tho work of the
SchooT, and the roaaona for Ua cxtraordlnary succesa,


